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Those Anderssen Report guys told a good story. They said 
there was a bunch of ghosts on the Ekstrom Habitat 
(that’s station EKH07563 for you tech-heads). The problem 
is, they didn’t tell the story well.. Anyone can blab about 
ghosts; people have been doing it for millenia. But it 
takes a writer to really catch attention. That’s why they 
disappeared without a trace. Everyone cared about the ghosts. 
Nobody cared about the missing scientists. 

Haughton Publishing
PO Box 9750 
Dallas, TX
75205

Dear Editor-in-Chief,

That’s where I come in. I’m going to tell the story that’s 
going to knock the socks off the readers of the world. And I’m 
going to do it right. Low-tech all the way. I heard there’s 
a commission set up by a bunch of government agencies all 
over the world, that hacks into anyone’s computer that’s 
talking about The Anderssen Report. They look for “Ghost 
Crimes”. They wanna silence the truth, because they were in 
on it. They know where the ghosts came from, and they’re 
embarassed. That’s why I’m writing this on plain paper. I 
heard they hired ghosts to possess typewriters, even. 

Enclosed, you’ll find a full CV of my experience in journalism 
and in fiction writing. As well, you’ll find a full invoice 
of my expected expenses. The expenses cover a modest crew of 
four personal assistants, food, and supplies for a month on 
the Ekstrom Habitat, as well as travel. I hope you consider 
this query. My book, Truth and Trust, is going to blow 
the lid off this conspiracy. You could make headlines if you 
choose to publish it.

Sincerely, Lucas Stevens
Parapsychologist
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Lucas Stevens
395 North Stedgewick Court
Marbridge, RI
02890

Dear Mr. Stevens, 
We have received your query. First off, let me say that we typically do not 

respond to unsolicited queries. You will need agency recommendation for further 
consideration. Second off, know that in your search for a publisher, you will 
need to enclose your full address and contact information to be reached. Under 
other circumstances, your query would have been fodder for our paper shredder. 
However, I found your query worth a personalized response, so I found your 
contact information on a public database. 

I wish to set your concerns to rest. There is no international conspiracy tasked 
with finding authors that are writing about ghosts, and silencing their efforts. The 
primary reason for this is that ghosts are not real. If ghosts were real, science 
would have produced credible evidence at some point in history. Thus far, we have 
heresay, conjecture, and circumstantial evidence. Most of this evidence is based on 
the famed “Anderssen Report” hoax, which was summarily debunked in the weeks 
following its release. I respect your desire to be taken seriously as a writer. I will 
advise you stop chasing apparitions, if your goal is credibility and respect. 

It’s 2111. Please consider using the technology of the time. I know that you 
fancy yourself a target for ghosts and Men in Black, but as publishers, we can’t be 
bothered with the time and energy required to open and respond to paper queries. 
This desk alone sees over one-thousand queries per day. We publish only three-
hundred books per year. That means that we accept less than one-tenth a percent of 
all queries. If every query we needed to trash were on physical paper, our recycling 
bills would double our operating costs and thus significantly raise the prices of 
our books. Books are a vanity commodity in this day and age, Mr. Stevens. Please 
respect our needs as a business, and as people. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah McConnell
Editor in Chief

Houghton Publishing

P.S. It’s spelled “Houghton” Publishing.

Sarah McConnell

REJECTION


